
PART ONE 

Barrow Borough Council  

Approval of Member Absence 

27 July 2021 

 
 

Report from:   Head of Legal and Governance and Monitoring Officer 

Report Author:  Jon Huck 

Wards:    (All Wards); 

 

1.0  Summary and Conclusions  

1.1  This report asks members to approve a failure by any member of the Council to 

attend any meeting of the Council or other relevant bodies for a consecutive period 

of 6 months while members’ ability to attend meetings is limited due to SARS-CoV-

2 coronavirus (the coronavirus). 

 

2.0  Recommendation  

It is recommended that Council approve the absence of any member from 

any meetings of the Council for a period of 6 months ending on 20 October 

2021, owing to the limited opportunity of members to attend meetings  due 

to the limits that have been in place to limit the spread of coronavirus. 

 

3.0 Background and Proposals  

3.1 Under section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972 (“the Act”) if a member of 

the Council fails to attend, throughout six consecutive months, any meeting of the 

local authority, unless the reason for the failure is approved by the full Council 

before the expiry of the period, the member ceases to be a member. 

 

3.2 Under section 85(2) of the Act a meeting includes, in addition to full Council, a 

committee, sub-committee, joint committee, another body discharging council 

functions or advising the council on a matter regarding its functions and 

attendance as a representative of the Council at a meeting of any body of persons.  

 

3.3 The recommendation in 2.1 above is intended to prevent any member from 

ceasing to be a member under section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972 owing 

to the arrangements to minimise the spread of the coronavirus which have limited 

member ability to attend a normal schedule of meetings.  

 

 



3.4 At the time of writing this report, England remains under restrictions to minimise 

the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus (“the coronavirus”).  However, since 7 

May 2021, when the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels 

(Coronavirus)(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel 

Meetings)(England and Wales) Regulations 2020 expired, meetings of the Council 

and its committees must be held in a single geographical location, with physical 

attendance by members, and open to the public except where exempt or 

confidential information is being considered.  

 

3.5 The Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government has issued guidance 

to local authorities in the form of a letter to council Leaders on 25 March 2021 and 

Covid-19 Guidance for Safe Use of Council Buildings issued on 29 April 2021. The 

ministerial letter and guidance recognise that local authorities may have concerns 

about holding meetings while measures to prevent transmission of the coronavirus 

remain necessary. Both the ministerial letter and guidance suggest that local 

authorities may rely on existing delegations and single member decision making 

where Constitutions permit, to minimise the number of face to face meetings, if 

deemed necessary. 

 

3.6  Where meetings are called, measures to minimise the risk of transmission of the 

coronavirus, such as social distancing are put in place. However there may be 

reasons why a member cannot attend meetings, which in normal circumstances 

would have no particular consequence. This presents a risk that some members 

may fail to attend a meeting for six consecutive months. 

 

3.7 To prevent any member ceasing to be a member under section 85(1) of the Local 

Government Act 1972 owing to the above which reduce members’ ability to attend 

meetings, members are asked to approve the absence of any member who is 

unable to attend a relevant meeting for a consecutive six month period up to 20 

October 2021, the day after the next scheduled meeting of full Council. 

 

3.8 Members will note that the approval sought in this report is precautionary and that 

they should attend meetings where it is possible for them to do so. 

 

4.0 Consultation  

 Group Leaders have been informed. 

 

5.0  Alternative Options  

5.1 Do nothing. In this case, all members will have to make sure that they are attend 

at least one relevant meeting during any six-month period.  Whilst this is the 

normal expectation of members, in the current circumstances, where the 

opportunity to attend meetings has been limited by measures to minimise the 

transmission of the coronavirus, there is a risk that some members may fail to 

attend a meeting for six months without the reason having been approved by the 

Council.  The member would then cease to be a member.  Approval cannot be 

given after the six month period has expired. 

 



6.0 Contribution to Council Plan Priorities  

6.1 None arising directly from this report. 

 

7.0 Implications  

Financial, Resources and Procurement  

7.1.1 There are no financial implications for the Council as a result of this report. 

 

Legal  

7.1.2 Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972 enables a local authority to 

approve the reason for non-attendance of a Member at any meeting of the Council 

throughout a period of six consecutive months, provided that the approval is given 

before the expiry of the six-month period.  

7.1.3 Once a councillor loses office through failure to attend for the six-month period, 

the disqualification cannot be overcome by the councillor subsequently resuming 

attendance nor can retrospective approval of the Council be sought once the six-

month period has expired. 

 

Equality and Diversity  

7.2 Have you completed an Equality Impact Analysis? The report has no direct 
Equality and Diversity implications. 

 
Risk 

Risk  Consequence  Controls required  

Members fail to attend a 

meeting for six consecutive 

months 

member ceases to be a 

member. 

Dispensation sought. 

 

Contact Officers  

Jon Huck - jwhuck@barrowbc.gov.uk 

 

Appendices Attached to this Report – None 

 

Background Documents Available 

Name of Background 

document  

Where it is available  

1 

 

None 

  


